
Improving Lake Quality 
North Oaks Company, NOHOA, and VLAWMO Collaborate

North Oaks Company is partnering with Vadnais Lake Water 
Management Organization (VLAWMO) and NOHOA to improve 
Wilkinson Lake and downstream waters. VLAWMO is removing carp 
in waters between Pleasant and Wilkinson Lakes and is also working 
with the Company to build a deep-water wetland restoration to treat 
water before it fl ows into Wilkinson Lake. 

As Wilkinson Lake’s water quality improves and carp are removed 
from the system, benefi ts are expected in Deep and Pleasant Lakes. 

The fi rst action, begun by North Oaks Company was to rid 
Wilkinson Lake of common carp and exclude them from 
spawning there. North Oaks Company built an effective fi sh 
barrier installed at the outlet of Wilkinson Lake in the fall 
of 1993. The barrier, at a cost in excess of a quarter million 
dollars, can be viewed from the adjacent trail south of Rapp 
Farm. Following the installation of the barrier, the water level 
in Wilkinson Lake was lowered to a point suffi cient to “freeze 
out” fi sh in the lake in the winter. Research on shallow lakes 
indicates that the water is clearer, rooted plants thrive, and 
waterfowl often do better without fi sh in these lakes.

Recent efforts to remove carp remaining in the system are having success.

Carp were excluded from Wilkinson Lake starting in 
the 1990s; however, they remained in other connected 
lakes. Over the past 3 years, VLAWMO has been working 
with partners to remove large adult carp from the system. 
This spring roughly 21,000 pounds of carp were removed 
at a temporary barrier between Deep and Wilkinson 
Lakes. We also learned through this work that carp do not 
appear to be successfully reproducing here; we are not 
fi nding young carp even with multiple sampling techniques. 
Further removal of large adults may reduce the size of the 
population to a point where negative impacts to water 
quality are minimal. A full eradication of carp is unlikely; an 

ability to manage them at a point where improved water-quality results is a goal of this effort. 

Common carp have a disproportionately negative impact on water quality. Specifi cally, they commonly 
uproot aquatic plants, resuspend sediment, and 
make limited nutrients more available to support 
algal blooms, reducing transparency of the water. 
The photo at right shows an example of before and 
after carp removal, with a dramatic improvement in 
water quality. A healthy lake has clear water and a 
diverse native plant community that forms the basis 
for high diversity of other native fl ora and fauna.   

We look forward to continuing to work on this 
project together in 2023.

Contact Don Pereira, Director of Conservation 
Programs, at don@northoaks.com with questions.
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